
 

 

Integrated urban regeneration in Bobigny 
 
TIME SLOT 
16 June, 10:00-11:30 
 
DEPARTURE POINT 
***UPDATED MEETING POINT*** Participants will make their own way to the 
meeting point: 
9h45: Outside metro station Bobigny-Pablo Picasso (line 5 terminus). Take the 
exit ‘Préfecture’ (towards the back of the train)  
 
LOCATION OF THE SITE VISITS 
Participants will visit two neighbourhoods in the town centre of Bobigny, a 
densely-populated town north-east of Paris. Two major renovation projects, 
financed by the Agency for Urban Renewal (ANRU), will show the extensive 
rehabilitation that has already been carried out, and the plans underway to 
reconnect the neighbourhoods that is underway. Sandra FRAISSINES, director of 
urban renewal projects in Bobigny for Est Ensemble will guide participants. 
 
Karl Marx district 
The requalification of the Karl Marx district, built between 1969 and 1971, has 
been envisaged since the 1990s. When the first renovation project began in 
2007, the district had only four shops out of 16 available units and 732 social 
housing units, while the unemployment rate reached 25%. Public spaces were 
not sufficiently developed. 
The radical decision to demolish the concrete slabs and two tower block 
dwellings, while renovating others, was taken in order to:  

- restore flows with the rest of the city centre; 
- bringing pedestrian traffic back to the natural ground level; 
- reduce the size of the buildings; 



 

 

- encourage access to the property in order to improve the diversity of 
socio-economic profiles. 

Thanks to significant investment from the National Agency for Urban Renewal 
(ANRU), an ambitious programme of reconstruction, combined with landscape 
and public space improvements, social inclusion programmes around education 
and employment, all in close consultation with residents, is nearing completion.  

 
             Before and after plans of Karl Marx neighbourhood. Credit: Est Ensemble  

 
Paul Eluard - Chemin Vert 
The Paul Eluard and Chemin Vert districts are two sub-sectors of Bobigny town 
centre, built in the concrete-block style of the 1970s. It comprises 2,257 
dwellings, 74% of which are social housing, spread over 14 towers of 17 to 18 
floors. It is the subject of a new programme of ANRU financing, currently in the 
pre-operational phase, designed to 'reconnect' these neighbourhoods to the 
dynamic transformation underway in Bobigny.  
 
The main objectives are: 

- To erase as far as possible the physical barriers and divisions and 
recreate a relationship at ground level of these buildings currently 
'trapped' in concrete slabs 



 

 

- To resolve the existing urban dysfunctions for inhabitants - confusion of 
spaces, commercial decline, insecurity - aggravated by this obsolete form 
of urban planning 
- to improve the quality of life for residents through improved cleanliness, 
technical services linked to waste collection, heating etc, improved public 
space and access routes 
- to integrate this redevelopment with the projects In the surrounding 
neighbourhoods 
- to create a positive dynamic between the inhabitants of existing 
neighbourhoods and newcomers, avoiding marginalisation and ensuring a 
socio-economic mix 

 
Through this visit you will see the works that have already been carried out and 
the projected continuation.  
 

   
Demolition plan for Paul Eluard sector 

 



 

 

 
Plan of Project developments Paul Eluard 

The commentary will be in French, with English translation. 
 
CO-ORGANISERS 
Est Ensemble is a public intercommunal agglomeration of 9 towns in the north-eastern 
part of the Greater Paris Metropolis. Created in 2010, it aims to coordinate a vision for 
the territory around urban planning, economic development, housing and urban policy, 
with a clear focus on climate and social justice. https://www.est-ensemble.fr/   
 



 

 

National Agency for Urban Renewal (ANRU) supports the implementation of national 
urban renewal programmes (PNRU, PNRQAD and NPNRU). Furthermore, ANRU is 
responsible, for and on behalf of the State, for the implementation of future 
investment programmes and actions (Boarding schools for excellence and success/ 
Development of scientific, technical and industrial culture/ Innovative youth projects/ 
Sustainable and inclusive cities, environmental excellence in urban renewal). It is also 
responsible for the operational management of the European URBACT programme. 
https://www.anru.fr/  
 
TRANSPORTATION MODE 
Metro, walking 
 
URBACT contact person 
Kristijan Radojčić  


